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I. INTRODUCTION.

THE present paper is the outcome of an investigation undertaken by

the writer, of the flora of Leribe in northern Basutoland. Hitherto

Basutoland has not received the attention from botanical collectors

which it deserves, and the only collections as far as I am aware, are

those of Cooper, who journeyed through Basutoland (unfortunately
his plants are not properly localised) ;

the Rev. J. Buchanan, who
botanised in the Leribe District

;
Mr. J. Thode, who collected on the

Basutoland side of the Drakensbergen ;
and Mr. E. E. Galpin, who

explored the high mountains separating Basutoland from Barkly
East and as far inland as the Buffalo River Waterfall. The results

of Mr. G-alpin's investigations were read before the South African

Association for the Advancement of Science in 1908.

The Rev. H. Dieterleu and his wife, Madame A. Dieterleu, of the

French Protestant Missionary Society, who were stationed for many
years at Leribe, have been deeply interested in the local flora.

Madame Dieterlen has made an exhaustive collection of the native

plants, the bulk of which she forwarded to the South African Museum
herbarium for identification. The writer has thus had unique

opportunities during the past seven years of becoming fairly well

acquainted with a part of the Basutoland flora, and more especially

with that of Leribe. In February 1913, he paid a visit to Leribe

for the purpose of studying the flora on the spot.

When naming Madame Dieterlen's plants and comparing them

with the specimens in our herbarium, I was particularly struck by the

fact that so many of the species also occurred in the Eastern parts

of South Africa such as the Transkei, Komgha, Pondoland, East

Griqualand, Natal, etc., and then came to the conclusion that

Basutoland ought not to be included in the Kalahari Region. This

led me to make a more detailed study of the subject, with the result

that I have attempted in the following pages to prove what Bolus :;:

first suggested, viz. that Basutoland and parts of the surrounding

country form a distinct floral area.

* " Sketch of the Floral Regions of South Africa," Science iu South Africa.

Cape Town. 1905.
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George. Kuysna. Uitenhage. Albany. Pondoland. Tembuland.
Natal. Transvaal (Pilgrim's Rest).

SESUTO : Lehvrometso. Lesiea. The one who leaves (or goes away).

TODEA, Willd.

T. barbara, Moore.

Natal, Drakensbergeu, Kunze.

DISTRIBUTION : Cape. Uitenhage. Albany. Natal.

MOHEIA, Sw.

M. caffrorum, Desv.

Shady spots and under rocks on mouutaiii slopes. 3-18 in. high,

sporing in December. A. Dieterlen, 475 ! , 841 !

DISTRIBUTION .- Cape. Tulbagh. Caledou. Somerset East.

Stutterheim. Stockeustroom. Komgha. Transkei. Natal. Trans-

vaal (Magaliesberg, Johannesburg).
SESUTO : Lehorometso. See Gleichenia polypodioides. See also note

under Adiantum Capillus-Veneris.

OPHIOGLOSSUM, Linn.

0. vulgatum, Linn.

Under rocks on mountain slopes. 3-9 in. high, sporing in

Summer-Autumn. A. Dieterlen, 718!

DISTRIBUTION . Cape. Beaufort West. Uitenhage. Bedfovd.

Somerset East. Graaff Eeinet. King William's Town. Tembulaud.

Natal. Transvaal (Magaliesberg).

SESUTO : 'Maliyo. The mother of food. Tsebe ngoe. One ear.

Tseyananyane. A small ear. When this plant is abundant, the

natives say that there will be a good crop ; they explain this by saying
the plant likes moisture, and that when the plant is plentiful it is

due to much rain having fallen and consequently the crops will be

good. A warm decoction of the rhizomes is used as a lotion to bathe

boils.

*

EQUISETACEAE.

EQUISETUM, Linn.

E. ramosissimum, Desf.

Growing in streams. 6-25 in. high, cones greyish. Summer.

A. Dieterlen, 6 !


