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SUBJECT:  Patch tests for irritancy - some common house plants.

By way of florist wholesalers and the botanical gardens, a
collection of plants was assembled which includes those most
commonly grown in the house in this geographical area.

A portion of fresh leaf was applied, as is, to the skin of the back
of two apparently healthy white adult males for 48 hours under a
plastic type patch, i.e. Duke No. 7l (Duke Laboratories Inc., South
Norwalk, Conn. 06354, U.S.A.).  No irritant reactions were observed.
No spontaneous flares were observed to l0 days.

By this particular method, it appears that the leaf is not strongly
irritant.

Under various other conditions of exposure (ingestion, industrial, etc.)
some of these plants or their relatives (e.g. Araceae) have been reported to
cause mucous membrane or skin reaction and the present report serves as a
minimal base-line for further investigation.  Croton oil, by the way, is
derived from Croton not from the plant commonly called Croton.

Dr. Roy Taylor, Botanical Gardens, The University of British Columbia
provided taxonomic information.
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